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work. It was a dire disappointment to her mother
that a winter in Italy had not made Florence see
reason,  but  Mrs.  Nightingale  still  would  not
accept it as inevitable that her daughter should
do anything so unconventional as take practical
training in nursing.   The strength of the protests
threw Florence into a state of deep despondency.
Surely if God had meant her to adopt nursing, she
would have found a way of entering upon it
before   now.   Perhaps,   she   thought,   she   was
unworthy to undertake so noble a duty, and God
had therefore withheld from her the means by
which her family's opposition could be overcome.
But the Bracebridges restored Florence's faith in
herself to some extent, and the Sidney Herberts,
whom Florence saw frequently, since they had
a residence at Wilton House, near the Nightin-
gale's estate at Embley, completed the cure.    In
the autumn of 1848 Florence pressed Mr. Night-
ingale to permit her to inspect London hospitals
and assist  in  the organisation of the  ragged
schools.   Mr. Nightingale left it to his wife to
decide.   She did not like either activity, but she
gave a grudging consent.   After all, other ladies
helped with the children in schools, and, as for
hospitals, closer acquaintance with them might
prove salutary  to  Florence by showing  what
tgmble sinks of iniquity they were.
Thcstu3y of Hospital work merely heightened
Florence's interest in nursing work, and con-
firmed her resolve to get practical training as soon
as possible. She was now twenty-eight, but